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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) 9 S cornmun ' ca "°". even if timel y filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communications) filed on 18 August 2nn.i 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)S This action is non-final 

3) D Smce this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

Cosed , n accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 453 O.G. 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) IS! Claim(s) 7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



6) IEl Claim(s) 7 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) ___ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 «n Th eP ' a T ent draWin9 Sh6et(S) inClUdin9 the COrreCtion is re < uired if the ^^ing(s) is objected to See 37 CFR 1 I2lf«n 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Acuon or ^ PTai52 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) K I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)DAII b)D Some* c)D None of: '»WWor(f>. 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2.G3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/973 204 

Toll T C ° PieS ° f Pri ° rity d ° CUmentS h3Ve been received in thiJ^aTstage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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Application/Control Number: 10/643,219 

Fage 2 

Art Unit: 3682 

1 The Preliminary Amendment filed on August 1 8, 2003 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U. S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in Se Un.ted States 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Endo'771 (Japanese 
Utility Model No. 63-176771 cited by Applicant). 

Endo'771 teaches a steering wheel comprising, 
a hub 1 (Fig. 3); 
a steering wheel rim 2; 

at least one spoke 3 connecting said hub 1 and said steering wheel rim 2, at least 
one of said steering wheel rim 2 and said spoke 3 having a skeleton 4 and a sheathing 5a, 5b 
(Fig. 5) surrounding said skeleton 4, said sheathing consisting of two shell parts 5a and 5b which 
together surround said skeleton 4, said skeleton 4 has a recess 1 1; and 

at least one decorative element 13 having a fastening element 14 which projects 
into said recess 11. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Endo'175 (Fig. 11), Sugiyama et al. (decorative element 20), Schuler (fastener 225), 
and Emeneth et al. (shells 5 and 7 in Fig. 8). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vinh T. Luong whose telephone number is 703-308-3221. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/643,219 
Art Unit: 3682 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bucci can be reached on 703-308-3668. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
ma y be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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